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MUSCA TRHINE AT A LINNAEUS, 1767 (INSECTA, DIPTERA): 
PROPOSED CONSERVATION BY THE SUPPRESSION OF MUSCA 
GRAECA PONTOPPIDAN, 1763, Z.N.(S.)2454 

By Emilia P. Nartshuk ( Zoological Institute, Academy of Sciences of 
the U.S.S.R., Leningrad, U.S.S.R.) and Rudolf Rozkosny {Department of 
Environmental Studies, Natural Science Faculty, J. E. Purkyne 
University, Brno, C.S.S.R.) 


The purpose of this application is to ask the Commission to 
suppress a virtually unused senior synonym of a common and well known 
Palaearctic stratiomyid, Oxycera trilineata (Linnaeus, 1767). 

2. Briinnich, 1761, p. 29, published a description of a remarkable 
un-named fly from Denmark, having a black abdominal marking resem¬ 
bling the Greek letter ‘theta’. Pontoppidan, 1763, p. 696, published a figure 
of this species, accompanied by a statement that the species was new, by 
reference to Briinnich’s description and by the name Musca graeca. The 
same data are repeated in a German translation of the work (Pontoppidan, 
1766; 1 The specific name graeca, accompanied by references and a short 
description, was also used by Pontoppidan, 1765, p. 229 (as Musca) and 
Muller, 1776, p. 177 (as Stratiomys?). 

3. The name was overlooked by all subsequent workers until 
Lundbeck, 1907, p. 34, pointed out that Musca graeca Pontoppidan, 1763 
is undoubtedly conspecific with M. trilineata Linnaeus, 1767. However, 
as Pontoppidan, 1763 did not give any description, Lundbeck wrongly 
regarded his name as unavailable. Lindner, 1938, mentions ‘ graeca 
Pontoppidan’ among the synonyms of Oxycera trilineata (Linnaeus). To 
our knowledge, for over 150 years the name graeca Pontoppidan was never 
used as a valid name in the primary zoological literature. 

4. Musca trilineata was described by Linnaeus, 1767, p. 980, from 
Sweden. It is now placed in the genus Oxycera Meigen, 1803, but has, in 
the past, been wrongly attributed to Fabricius, 1781 (see Lundbeck, 1907 
p. 33). Oxycera trilineata (Linnaeus) is the commonest species of the genus 
distributed over nearly the whole Palaearctic. During the last 50 years the 
name has been used as valid in dozens of publications including keys of 
regional faunas, faunistic lists and biocoenological papers. Those of 
Bankowska, 1967; Brindle, 1964; Cowan, 1977; Dusek & Rozkosny, 1974; 
Majer, 1977; Nartshuk, 1969, Oldroyd, 1969; Rozkosny, 1983; Stacicelberg, 
1954; Trojan, 1963 and Zimina, 1976 are cited here to satisfy the provisions 
of Article 79(b) of the Code. 


1 There were (wo editions of the German translation of Pontoppidan’s Allas: in 1765 and 1766 
(see Bibliotheca Danica). Authors have seen the 1766 edition. 


396 


Bull. zool. Nom., vol. 42, pt 4, December 1985 


5. In view of the above evidence, the International Commission on 
Zoological Nomenclature is asked: 

(1) to use its plenary powers to suppress the specific name graeca 
Pontoppidan, 1763, as published in the binomen Musca graeca, 
for the purposes of the Principle of Priority but not for those of 
the Principle of Homonymy; 

(2) to place the specific name trilineata Linnaeus, 1767, as 
published in the binomen Musca trilineata, on the Official List 
of Specific Names in Zoology; 

(3) to place the specific name graeca Pontoppidan, 1763, as 
published in the binomen Musca graeca, and as suppressed 
under the plenary powers in (1) above, on the Official Index of 
Rejected and Invalid Names in Zoology. 
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